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FALLING BEHIND

ON THE VERGE

The Eastern women’s basketball
team lost to Milwaukee Thursday,
bringing their losing streak to eight.

Check out the Verge for
movie reviews, local music,
and more.
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You’re a Reader, Mr. Grinch

Council
approves
new hybrid
philosophy
course
By Adam Shay
Staff Reporter | DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs had their
weekly meeting at Booth Library, where they
discussed a new philosophy class.
“Philosophy of Sex and Love” is a course that
could be offered as soon as fall of 2016. This
class will be listed under women’s studies; however it will be an elective for anyone to take.
What the class will focus on is a personal reflection of a student’s own sexuality and vision
of sex and love. As of now, Christianity is the
religion that the class will base sex and love off
of, but more religions are planned to be included in the class.
The CAA voted unanimously in favor of this
course.
The class “Consumers in the Marketplace” is
still under discussion, as the CAA has not decided how to revise the course.
Other topics discussed included the Collegiate Learning Assessment Plus (CLA+).
The purpose of this exam is to use ACT scores
and freshman year grades to determine a “value added,” meaning expected senior year scores.
If the student scores a positive number at the
end of the exam, then progress has been made
for the student academically.
If there is a negative number, then the student
has made no progress.
The CLA+ consists of a 90-minute exam that
is split into two sections.
The first section is the performance task portion, which asks students to write an essay response on a given world situational problem and
to propose a solution.
The second part of the CLA+ exam is the response questions that consist of 25 multiplechoice items. Those 25 questions are broken
down into sections: 10 questions that measure
scientific and quantitative reasoning, 10 questions that measure critical reading and evaluation, and a final five questions that involve critiquing arguments.
Some members of the CAA had a couple concerns that follow this test. One of the concerns is
that seniors might not take this seriously.
They said seniors may not try their best on
this test because their education at Eastern is almost over.
Also, since the CLA+ test will be more writing based, it raises the question if the test will
pertain to every subject.
Two classes had their name changed to
more accurately emphasize the class’s material. The first class is ENG1001G/1091G and it
will be changed from “Composition and Language” to “Composition I: Critical Reading
and Source-Based Writing.” The other class is
ENG1002/1092G, which will be changed from
“Composition and Literature” to “Composition II: Argument and Critical Inquiry.” These
changes were put on hold in the fall because of
the other matters that occurred at Eastern.
Adam Shay can be
reached at 581-2812
or acshay@eiu.edu.
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Students from the German department pose for a photo with the
Grinch on Thursday in the Edgar Room of Booth Library.

(Top): Derric Meyer, a senior psychology major, hides behind the
podium while reading “How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” in German on
Thursday in the Edgar Room of Booth Library. (Bottom): C.C. Wharram,
an English professor reads “How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” and showcases the illustrations.

Western layoffs hit home for Eastern
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
Decade-long cuts to higher education, as
well as the budget impasse and declining enrollment, caused Western Illinois University to
eliminate 50 faculty positions.
According to the Western Courier, Kathy
Neumann, Interim Provost and Academic Vice
President, said several administrative positions
and support staff positions will either be eliminated or have changes made to their contracts.
The cuts will be put in effect next fiscal year
on July 1, 2016.
In a budget address to faculty, staff and the
media, Western President Jack Thomas said
they are looking at possible furloughs and maybe a reduction in wages as well.
The nine public state universities in Illinois,
including Eastern and Western, have gone
without state funding for the last six months.
Eastern began laying off employees at the
beginning of July to offset impending budget
cuts from the state and low enrollment.
According to Northern Public Radio, Western’s chapter president of the University Professionals of Illinois said the elimination of jobs
was a tragedy and the UPI will make sure the
administration will not violate the UPI’s contract with Western.
“We’re going to be keeping a very close eye
on the process,” Thompson said in Northern
Public Radio. “We’re going to be doing everything we can, of course, to keep people employed. Unions don’t exist to let people lose
their jobs, and we will make sure the administration is abiding by the contract.”
Eastern President David Glassman said the
challenges Western is going through are similar
to what Eastern has experienced.

"You think you know what you’re in for, but you don’t, really."
Jon Blitz, Eastern UPI President
“A multi-year trend of decreasing state appropriation levels and lower enrollments yielding less revenue have placed financial pressure on several public universities in the state,”
Glassman said. “(Western’s) main challenges
are in determining which positions to cut and
what effect they will have on the overall operation of the university.”
Glassman said he hoped seeing more schools
impacted by the budget will encourage the
state to fund public universities.
“State funding of the public universities is
an investment in the state’s future,” Glassman
said. “Not only are the public universities producing the next generations of leaders, entrepreneurs, educators, scientists, healthcare professionals, workforce professionals, etc., each
university is an economic engine for their region.”
Eastern UPI President Jon Blitz reached out
to Thompson the morning he heard about the
layoffs and asked if he wanted to talk. Blitz was
happy to help Thompson out.
“You think you know what you’re in for,”
Blitz said. “But you don’t, really. Emotionally
it’s wrenching for a lot of people, then it becomes emotionally wrenching for you because
people are looking to you to save their jobs. It’s
a tough spot.”
Blitz said to make sure people’s contracts
were not violated, the UPI would find out
what the administration was doing.
He gave an example from the summer, when
Blitz said the annually contracted faculty were
not given the lay-off notice that they were en-

titled to.
“We negated that by extending their jobs for
a semester, or more in some cases,” Blitz said.
“The first job of the union is to save people’s
jobs. You look to see if there are any violations
in the contract and you fight.”
Blitz said he felt sorry for the employees at
Western.
“We’ve been through it,” Blitz said. “I kind
of figured it was coming.”
Blitz said the news was still shocking
though.
“As long as we’re not getting money from
the state, it’s only a matter of time until every one of these (state schools) has to do this,”
Blitz said. “I think it’s a shame we have a state
that won’t fund higher education and all of this
is a result of that.”
Blitz said for now, he did not think anything
was going to happen at Eastern until there was
a budget.
“Right now, we’re in a waiting game, because
nobody knows what we’re going to do,” Blitz
said. “People are worried. It weighs on us. It’s
hard on people, and it’s hard on the institution.”
Nicholas Ebelhack, the assistant news editor of Western Illinois University’s newspaper
the Western Courier, said they were expecting
drastic changes, as higher education in Illinois
reached its sixth month without a budget, and
Thomas had a budget address explaining what
was going to happen to media outlets.
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Drinking Class

Local weather
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Partly Cloudy

Cloudy

High: 60°
Low: 57°

High: 64°
Low: 58°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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Toni O’Bryan, a freshman pre-veterinary medicine major, shows Tiffany Jones, a freshman business major, how much alcohol
goes into a standard drink Thursday at the University Foundations Showcase event in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.

Greeks prepare for spring recruitment
By Chris Picazo
Opinion Editor | @DEN_News

It may be the end of the fall semester, but the recruitment process for fraternities is already beginning to take
shape for the upcoming spring semesNight Staff
for this issue
ter.
Night Chief
The process may be different among
Katelyn Siegert
the
different fraternities on campus,
Lead Designer
Shelby Niehaus
and Hugo Escobar, recruitment chair
Copy Editor/
for the Phi Kappa Theta fraternity, said
Designer
the process was to meet new brothers
Lauren McQueen
and friends to share the college experience with.
Get social with The Daily Eastern News
While the official process of recruitment begins next semester, Escobar
The Daily Eastern News
said recruitment was more of an ongoing movement.
dailyeasternnews
“I like to see recruitment as never ending and as an ongoing process
@DEN_News
that requires dedication,” Escobar said.
Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com “The recruitment/rush rules here at
EIU may have deadlines to turn in bids
About
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and what not, but I believe that deadlines shouldn’t be a reason to stop making new friends and meeting new people.”
Escobar said when it comes to
spring recruitment, it is better to start
early to allow more time to modify any
changes to a schedule over the winter
break to be ready by the time the new
semester starts.
Cameron Greenebaum, sophomore
communication studies major and
member of Sigma Nu fraternity, said
the recruitment process for fraternities
is something that usually takes place
earlier in the semester.
Greenebaum said recruitment is
talked about throughout the semester,
but the actual planning process does
not begin until the beginning of the semester.
He also said the most difficult part
of the entire process is the emphasis
that is placed on recruitment.

Chris Picazo can be reached at
581-2812 or cepicazo@eiu.edu.

In Monday’s issue of The Daily Eastern News, in an article titled “Friends, family remember Eastern Leader,” DeMarlon Brown should have been quoted as saying “(Bill T. Ridgeway) was instrumental in bringing Alpha Phi Alpha down to Eastern Illinois.” The News regrets the error.
In Tuesday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, the article “Student senate approves disbursement of funds,” the amount of the money approved for the “It’s
On Us” campaign for student senate should say $2,586.40. The amount of money left over in the reserve account is $36,564.60. The News regrets the error.
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What’s Happening on Campus?

A Very Electric Chirstmas l 7:30 PM
Call 581-3010 for tickets and information. Doudna Fine Arts Center

Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.

English MA: MA Comprehensive Exams | 8:O0 AM
Coleman Hall

Attention postmaster: Send
address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920

attempting to influence new students
to join a certain fraternity on campus
or even making students think about
joining Greek life, Escobar said.
Escobar said joining Greek life was
one of his “most satisfying accomplishments,” giving him certain opportunities to prepare for life after graduation,
and he encourages students to take part
in the recruitment for next semester.
“The opportunities at leadership
that I have been granted with here because of the connections I have made
through joining a fraternity are only
setting me up with essential skills for
success after I graduate,” Escobar said.
“Don’t let the negative stereotypes of
Greek life influence you, because there
is so much more to being a fraternity
man than what the media makes it out
to be.”

CORREC TIONS

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds,
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error you
find to Editor-in-Chief Stephanie Markham at 581-2812.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.

“There is a lot of pressure on us because this is the future of our house,”
Greenebaum said. “At the same time it
is a lot of fun because I love meeting
people, and I love talking. At the same
time, it is stressful.”
Even with the pressure, Greenebaum
said the most memorable part of a fraternity is going through the recruitment process.
Escobar said that recruitment is a
difficult process, but the outcome is a
rewarding one.
“I find it satisfying all on its own
to have such a responsibility bestowed
upon myself and being held accountable for recruiting new members that
I can one day call my brothers is an
amazing feeling,” Escobar said. “Recruitment is the bloodline to every fraternity, and I feel honored to know that
I play such a vital role in that process
for my fraternity.”
What makes the process difficult is

Last Class Day: Fall 2015 | 8:O0 AM
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/

SUMANTH
RACHARLA

Many more
happy returns of
the day. Come
soon! Let’s Party!
1801 9th Street!
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By Alex Seidler
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
LGBT members who have not
come out can go to PFLAG’s last
meeting of the semester, where they
will learn to deal with unaccepting
families members during the holidays.
PFLAG once stood for Parents,
Families and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays, but the organization has since
disaffiliated with their full name due
to its limiting nature, and now operates exclusively as PFLAG.
The meeting is at 6:30 p.m. Thursday at 719 Monroe Ave. in Charleston.
The holidays bring family and
friends together which can be an uncomfortable experience for some
LGBT people who may or may not be
out of the closet.
Daniel Nerone, a senior English
major and “self-proclaimed notorious homosexual,” said the experience
could be troubling for people who are
still in the closet.
“For those who are in the process
of coming out, or who haven’t started the process yet, it can be tricky,”
Nerone said. “Especially because family members will traditionally ask
about friends and dating lives.”
Nerone said PFLAG provides a
sense of community for him and that
he is grateful to have it in his town.
“I think it will do a lot of good, especially for questioning youth and
their families,” Nerone said. “It’s
great to know that there are people
in Charleston fighting for the LGBT
community.”
Do n n a Hu d s o n , d i re c t o r o f
PFLAG, said she hopes students and
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community members will have a supportive environment to talk about this
topic.
“Students from the university are
going home for the holidays and if
they have tension around the family, they will have to be there longer,”
Hudson said. “So we want to give
them a chance to talk about it.”
Hudson said the format for the
meeting would be the common format for all the meetings. She said
LGBT people and allies will sit down
in a circle as they talk with each other and connect. She also said refreshments are usually provided and everyone is welcome.
Hudson said the meetings have
consisted of a variety of viewpoints
to discuss this topic from allied and
LGBT parents, grandparents, college
students and high school students.
“What has happened in our previous meetings is people have shared
ideas and suggestions for one another on how to handle it,” Hudson said.
“I am glad that PFLAG provides kind
of a venue for that sharing and giving
and receiving that support or suggestion.”
Aarthi Nagarajan, a senior family consumer sciences major and regular PFLAG attendee, said she learned
more about the LGBT community
from going to the meetings. She said
she is excited to hear from everyone
and learn what they go through.
“I understood what LGBT people have to face in the community of
Charleston and what they go through
emotionally,” Nagarajan said.
Alex Seidler can be reached at
581-2812 or ajseidler@eiu.edu.

SUBMIT TED PHOTO

Charleston’s PFLAG organization is having its last meeting of the year Thursday. Attendees will learn how to better
deal with unaccepting family members over the holidays.

Charleston library to put on ugly sweater craft program
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news
Besides being a place to look for inspiration for small projects, Pinterest
also gives ideas for larger programs.
Cathy Senior, a library associate in
youth services, got the idea to make
ugly sweater ornaments after she
found a Pinterest “pin.”
The program this December is an
ugly sweater holiday craft program
being held at the Charleston Carnegie Public Library on Saturday from

noon to 4 p.m.
Senior said she likes winter projects
and that there was a “Maker Space”
program last winter that was well received.
She said that she originally thought
people who attended could bring a
sweater to decorate but she felt that it
would be too complicated.
“I saw the idea to create a small felt
sweater ornament on Pinterest and
the idea was born,” Senior said.
Senior said the ornament is a project that people can do themselves and

it can become a gift or an heirloom.
“This is a just for fun event ‘Maker
Space’ for our patrons to create an ornament for their tree or wreath,” Senior said.
Senior also said the craft programs
have been well attended in the past
with the different “Make and Take”
events each month that let people
make seasonal crafts.
Last year, Senior said there were 20
snowmen created at the program last
winter.
“I hope we have at least that many

The Vehicle

create an Ugly Sweater Ornament this
Saturday,” Senior said.
The supplies for the program will
be supplied by the library and will be
kept inside the Kidspace.
“We already have cut out the
sweater patterns but they will need to
make a wire hanger for the sweater,”
Senior said. “We have pipe cleaners,
stickers, mini bells, pompom balls,
ribbon, and glue to use as their inspiration.”
Senior said the program is open to
people of all ages and no registration

or library card is required for entry
into the program.
Senior also said that children under
age 8 will need to have an adult assist them.
The craft program is open to anybody with an imagination, Senior
said, and its open to all people who
want to have fun.
“They can drop in anytime to create their masterpiece,” Senior said.
Mackenzie Freund can be reached at
581-2812 or at mgfreund@eiu.edu.

Season’s Greetings
Season’
s Greetings

Hilltop Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
We a r e F a m i l y S e r v i n g F a m i l i e s

Hilltop offers a full range of Nursing,
Rehabilitative & Skilled Nursing Services
24 Hour Nursing Care
Physical, Occupational, Speech Therapy
IV Therapies
Stroke Recovery Program
Orthopedic-Fracture Recovery Programs
Hospice Services
LSVT BIG Parkinson’s Therapy
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Unlock Your Mind to What’s Happening

Sean Hastings

Swear words
distracting
People swear way too much nowadays. I am
one of them. If you talk to me you will hear
that I will usually drop an F-bomb or two in
just one sentence. It’s not like I’m trying to do
it. It has pretty much just become a natural
thing. I wish I did not swear as much.
But I am not the only one who does this.
You have a good chance of walking past some
people talking and hear someone say “F this”
or “F that” and sometimes it’s kind of funny.
Dropping an F-bomb can really emphasize a part of the story you are trying to tell,
but sometimes it makes you sound like a lunatic. Why can’t we just say “really” or “very”and
keep it G-rated?
My swearing has gotten so out of hand that
it will occasionally slip out when I’m talking
to my mom, and I feel pretty bad about that
one.
Also, I think swearing kind of takes away
from the meaning of what you’re trying to
say. That F-bomb is pretty powerful and that
becomes the thing that stands out the most.
To paraphrase Bill Burr, if you drop the
F-bomb after the thing that you were describing, you might be able to get away with no
one catching it. But if that F-bomb comes
before the noun, wow, that is going to stand
out.
Everyone swears, some more than others,
some way more than others and some that
you would think those are the only words they
know. I think I fall between way more than
others and being the only words I know. I
have a lot of opinions, and I really like to talk
about them.
If you watch a Hawks game with me, I will
get pretty mad very often and to express that
anger, an F-bomb flies out of my mouth.
The reason why we should swear a little
less, not completely eliminate it, because it
can be humorous sometimes and it adds some
needed effect, but sometimes it can get you in
trouble and can make you sound dumb too.
No one wants to be the crazy guy who can’t
seem to get a sentence out without swearing.
Also, a lot of the times we swear for no reason
at all and it makes no sense.
Like saying, “What F’n time is it?” That
could easily be said as “what time is it?”
Or something like, “I F’n want to go
there.” Like, that makes no sense to say, but
we still say it.
Sean Hastings is a sophomore journalism major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Submitting Letters
If anyone is interested in submitting a letter
to the editor, they can be submitted to denopinions@gmail.com.
Letters should preferably be 200-250 words
in length.
Please include a headline as well.
If a student, please include name, major and
year in school.
If a resident, please include name and city of
residency.
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Staff Editorial

Memorial courtyard a wise addition
Walking around campus should be a pleasant experience, and the university periodically
renovates or installs new things in the various
quads to enhance the Eastern environment.
The housing and dining office recently has
had to reevaluate its timeline for building a
memorial courtyard between Andrews and
Lawson halls.
According to an article in Thursday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, Mark Hudson,
director of University Housing and Dining
Services, said his office had the idea of installing benches to honor two employees who died
but ended up getting enough money to do
something bigger.
The plan was thought up in 2011; construction began in 2015, and because of some
unforeseen delays, the new goal for completion
of the courtyard is May 2016.
Even though this is a long-term project, it
will be worth the wait and investment to turn
a space with basically no purpose into a nice
communal area.
Unfortunately, not all projects like this turn

out to be the best ideas.
Certain additions such as the electronic billboards installed in 2012 have not done much
to add to the aesthetics of campus.
Some may even find that they clutter the
space.
Similarly, the Student Senate University
Enhancement Committee put forth a plan in
2013 to place an 8-foot-tall panther statue on
campus that would require about $75,000 in
donations.
This project obviously has yet to come into
fruition, as no panther statue stands anywhere
on Eastern soil.
While it had similar intentions to beautify the campus as the courtyard project, the key
difference is that the courtyard would not only
be more visually appealing than a flat patch of
grass, but it would also serve an actual function.
Placing ornaments or advertisements on
campus is not using donations as wisely as they
could be used.
On the other hand, a courtyard could be

used as a space to socialize, study, eat lunch,
meet up with a group, or just take a break in
the middle of the day.
There are many places like this already on
campus, such as the Alumni Courtyard across
the street from Stevenson Hall and the Doudna steps.
And sometimes people are satisfied simply
sitting underneath a tree or in a hammock.
However, creating one more enticing space
by enhancing an already existing area could
not hurt.
Everyone ends up finding their own little
corner where they are comfortable hanging out
between classes.
Having a courtyard near the South Quad
residence halls will encourage students to sit
outside and possibly get to know their neighbors from across the yard, and so long as
enough donations come in to support it, this
should be a great addition to the South Quad.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Make memories during holiday break
When students think about coming home for
the holidays this break, many might be dreading
these upcoming weeks.
Thoughts like these may pop into their heads:
“How am I going to survive three weeks at home
with a curfew again when my family makes me
want to drink?” or “How will I endure the relatives
at Christmas dinner asking for the thousandth
time if I have a boyfriend yet?”
I suggest that students look at winter break as
a blessing for a time to see our family and loved
ones.
The holidays aren’t just a time to open your
presents or sleep in.
During your Christmas dinner, appreciate the
time with your family.
Many people aren’t so lucky to have time with
people they love.
I know that this holiday season won’t be the
same for my family.
In years past, I always had my favorite person in
the whole world sitting right beside me at the table
for Christmas dinner.
This will be my third Christmas that my grandpa, or Pa-Pa as I always called him, won’t be here
to eat his favorite noodles or make his funny
remarks that I enjoyed during our traditional dinner.

Lynnsey Veach
My Pa-Pa passed away two and a half years ago
after losing his short but intense battle with cancer.
He was the only blood grandparent I had left,
since I had also lost my grandmother to this horrific disease before I was born.
There’s not a day where I don’t think of him
and remember our beautiful days at the barn.
Whether it was cleaning the stalls of horse
poop, playing with the barn kittens or letting PaPa push me around in the wheelbarrow, those are
memories that I treasure.
Now when I sit down for any holiday dinner,
it’s just not the same as it used to be.
I only wish I could have one more dinner sitting next to him, because he made everything 10

times more enjoyable.
At least I was lucky enough to be his granddaughter for 17 years, and I’ll always reminisce on
the good times I spent with him during the holiday season.
I do have some regrets. I wish I would have
made more time to spend time with my Pa-Pa.
I’m still upset that I was sometimes was too
focused on petty high school drama, my boyfriend
at the time and things that didn’t mean nearly as
much as quality time with him.
When I was sitting beside him at the table on
Christmas Day 2012, I didn’t realize that would be
our last Christmas together.
I hope everyone makes use of the time they
have with friends and family on break.
Don’t leave your hometown without making
at least one new memory with someone you love
and care for.
Don’t just sleep in every day of break, play video games, or spend all day on Instagram. Make
every moment count before you come back to a
new semester at Eastern.
You never know who might be missing from
your table next year.
Lynnsey Veach is a sophomore journalism major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or lmveach@eiu.edu.
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Pianissimo Night
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Thomas Hall
to kick off
finals week with
late night feast
By Lynnsey Veach
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

LUIS MARTINEZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Alex Braun, Teresa Richard, and Alison Stangel, members of Trio Flautissimo, perform “Silent Night” as one of the opening
songs for the Carols in the Concourse event Thursday in the Doudna Fine Arts Center. Students from both the music and theatre departments came together for this free performance.

Church prepares to pack house
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
As a way to provide students
with a service before winter
break and finals, ACTS Ministry is having a “Pack the House”
event at 11 a.m. Sunday in Buzzard Hall Auditorium.
This service happens before
finals week and assistant Pastor
Ly’Jerrick Ward said it is a special service used to invite different college students to worship
and get their minds ready for finals week.
He said it is used to help
them know they can finish
strong and prepare for a safe
winter break.
“I really think it will awaken to how much our spiritu-

iar with how to run it.
It all started with Annie England, a member of the church
who envisioned college students
together praying, Ward said. He
said the member went to ACTS
a long time ago and the name
“Pack the House” came from
her desire to have a church filled
with college students.
“We want for college students
to come in and overwhelm the
place,” Ward said. “We try to
reach out to a wide range of
people so we can just pack the
house.”
Tania Stanford, an assistant
pastor, said the event usually has
praise dancing, gospel rap and
spoken word. She said not only
is the service for students but
also for staff and faculty too.

al life has an impact on how we
do it school,” Ward said. “That
spiritual aspect should really encourage the students. We want
to remind them that they have
someone behind them and that
someone is Jesus.”
Ward said not only will students know they have someone to lean on but also a network of people who will be
there for them whether it is
through prayer or just to talk.
He said when students come in
he wants them to feel love in the
atmosphere that is only shown
through God.
It does not take much time
to organize a service like this
one, Ward said. He said because
they have been doing the service since 2010, they are famil-

“It lets the campus know
what our ministry is doing,”
Stanford said. “It shows them
what this campus ministry has
to bring to their campus and
why the students are so fired up
about God.”
Stanford said the event is a
way to make people of campus
aware of one another.
“It adds an atmosphere of intercultural appreciation,” Stanford said.
Ward said he joined the ministry after seeing the people and
how positive they were. He said
everything taught was out of
love and right out of the Bible.

Bobs
Bookstore
Used books bought and sold.

T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu

Students who are interested in taking a break from
studying can attend a feast
before their week of finals at
the Thomas Dining Center
on Sunday at 8 p.m.
The Finals Feast that has
been hosted at Thomas Hall
for over 10 years will have a
variety of meal options for
students to choose from.
Mark Hudson, the director of University Housing
and Dining Ser vices, said
the annual Finals Feast has
been hosted in the same format for 10 years, and they
have decided to change it up
this holiday season.
Hu d s o n s a i d o f f - c a m pus residents and faculty
are also invited to the Finals
Feast.
From 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.,
students can eat the standard late night pizza and
salad bar that is usually
served at Thomas Dining,
featuring Bonici Brothers
Pizza and Pasta.
Fr o m 9 p . m . u n t i l 1 1
p.m., Thomas Dining will
also serve a “build your own
nacho bar.”
“Our goal has always
been to give students a little something special as they
head into finals,” Hudson
said. “This will be a little
more low-key, but we hope
residents will appreciate getting something a little extra
at this stressful time of the
year.”
Hudson said that students
can use a swipe to access
the meal or pay with cash
if they do not have a meal
plan, which will cost $9.10.
Students that are on meal

F I L I ’ S
S p o r t s

S e e
l i k e

Lynnsey Veach can be
reached at 581-2812
or lmveach@eiu.edu.
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plans and are out of swipes
will be given free access to
the Finals Feast.
Patrick Muhne, a sophomore kinesiology and sports
studies major, said he attended the Finals Feast during his freshman year and
recommends all students to
attend since it was an enjoyable time.
“I enjoyed the food a
lot, plus eating with your
f r i e n d s i s a l w a y s f u n ,”
Muhne said. “I think you
can give yourself a little bit
of a break from studying to
eat.”
Brian Gorman, the assistant director of the Student
Success Center said students
should intensify their study
efforts by starting to study
at least a week prior to finals so they are able to take
breaks of relaxation prior to
their tests.
“It is important to have
a healthy, balanced diet to
give you energy and avoid
the distraction of hunger,”
Gorman said.
Caroline Weber, the nutrition promotion coordinator at the Health Education Resource Center said
she encourages students to
make sure to eat healthy
during finals week since that
can help reduce stress and
also prevent illnesses, which
we are vulnerable to when
stressed.
“(Finals Feast) will also
give students a chance to
take a break and enjoy a
meal with friends, which is
also very important,” Weber said.
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LAYOFFS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“I think the main reason
was to quell rumors that the
school was closing and to
make sure people knew exactly what was happening,”
Ebelhack said.
Ebelhack said before, the
president had addressed various organizations such as
student government and fac-

FRIDAY, DEC. 11, 2015

ulty senate about the situation, but it had been a vague
picture of what was happening.
“The budget address was
the first time he was gave a
clear picture of what he was
expecting,” Ebelhack said.
The local radio station,
broadcasting and other journalism outlets were present,
and the administration, including Thomas and the

vice president, talked to the
media.
Ebelhack said along with
faculty positions, the school
was also cutting the men’s
tennis program.
Erika Ward, who was recently named the editor-inchief of the Western Courier,
said they had mainly been
getting in touch with administrators and trying to
sort out who is getting laid

off and how many people
are.
“It’s sometimes hard, because they don’t want to
comment, but we just write
t h a t t h e y d i d n’t w a n t t o
comment at this time and
update it when they do,”
Ward said.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812 or
cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Announcements

For rent

For rent
Rooms available for rent in a 4 bed,
2 bath house on 9th Street in
Charleston. Walking distance to EIU
campus. Furnished. W/D, utilities
included. $435/month. Call Laurie
at 314-283-9535.
_______________________ 12/14
For Spring & Fall 2016, 1, 2, 3 and
4 BR Apts. 348-7746
www.CharlestonlLApts.com
_______________________ 12/14
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
_______________________ 12/11
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35 Comment from
one who’s
completely
flexible
37 Pole game
38 ___ therapy
39 Spent
40 Gave shots, say
41 2015 Super
Bowl winners,
familiarly
45 Nettle
46 Part of an auto
engine
47 Charge
49 Word derived
from another
that has a
related meaning,
like “wisdom”
from “wise”
53 Cell transmitter
54 Something an
alien may have
55 Stir
56 Mitch Hedberg’s
“I’m against
picketing, but I
don’t know how
to show it,” e.g.
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For rent
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED
APARTMENT FOR FALL 2016. A 10
MONTH LEASE AND ALL FOR ONLY
$185 PER STUDENT. CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT. 345-3664.
_______________________ 12/14
www.tricountymg.com
_______________________ 12/14
Park Place, Royal Heights, Glenwood, Lynn-Ro. 4 great locations
with the size and price to meet your
needs. 217-348-1479
tricountymg.com
_______________________ 12/14
Available Now! 1 & 2 Bedrooms.
Close to Campus. Call or text
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Spring 2016 and Fall 2016 - 1 & 2
Bedrooms. Renting now! Call or text
217-273-6820
_______________________ 12/18
Attention Sororities and Fraternities! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses on
parade route. All appliances included, including washer and dryer.
Several pricing options. 962-0790.
Panther Properties.
_______________________ 12/18

For Release Friday, December 11, 2015

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
M
P
A
A

For rent

AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
BOWERS RENTALS - FALL 2016 1,
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com 2, 3 BR leases available. Great loca217-348-8249
tions close to campus! Check out
_______________________ 12/11
1011/1015 Grant or 1718 11th
DOUDNA IS JUST A STEP AWAY!
Street! Affordable rates starting at
DON’T MISS OUT 2BD AVAILABLE $300/mo. Call or text
1/1/16. OPENING FOR FALL 2016 2, 217-345-4001. See all our homes at
3, 4 BR APTS. sammyrentals.com
eiuliving.com
CALL OR TEXT (217) 549-4011 OR
_______________________ 12/14
(217) 348-0673.
BOWERS RENTALS - SPRING SE_______________________ 12/14
MESTER m6 month lease available.
Village Rentals 2016-2017 Leasing Call or text 217-345-4001.
Student Housing. Newly remodeled
eiuliving.com
1 and 2 BR Apts. Water and trash in_______________________ 12/14
cluded. 217-345-2516.
3 bedroom apartment. 1801 9th
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com.
Street. $497.50 per person. Includes
_______________________ 12/14
utilities, cable, internet. Contact
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 BR 217-345-RENT.
Houses, Townhouses & Apart_______________________ 12/14
ments. Excellent locations! 1 - 3 Available in January. 1 and 2 BR
Blocks from Campus.
apartments. 3 blocks from cam217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
pus. Call Buchanan Street Apts.
_______________________ 12/14
for more info. 345-1266.
Very nice 6 BR, 3 bath house be_______________________ 12/14
hind Family Video. Very nice unit 2 BR large apartment with W/D and
with excellent parking. $275/percentral air. Call Buchanan Street
son for 6 people or $350/person
Apts. 345-1266.
The
Sales Corporation
for
5. New York Times Syndication
_______________________
12/14
620
Eighth
Avenue,
New
York,
N.Y. 10018
217-493-7559 myeiuhome.com
www.CharlestonILApts.com
For Information
1-800-972-3550 12/14
_______________________
12/14Call:_______________________

Crossword
ACROSS
1 “Given the
aforementioned
…”
9 Private overseer
15 Copycat’s
comment
16 Mark on a golf
course
17 Treatment for
peptic ulcers
18 1936 Summer
Olympics locale
19 Small suits
20 Something to
stand on?
21 Econ 101 topic
22 Snare
23 Home of the
Beinecke Library
24 ___ Birds
27 Bowlful for Miss
Muffet
29 Weighted
weapon used by
the Inca army
30 “Sorry, it was
nothing”

1,2,3 AND 4 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
* Quiet
locations

CLASSIFIEDS
Need an ugly Christmas sweater or
attire? Come to Community Thrift
Store. 119 W. State Street. 348-8362
_______________________ 12/11
SPENCE’S UGLY CHRISTMAS
SWEATERS! CASH ONLY. ALL
SWEATERS $15, ACCESSORIES $5.
OPEN WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY,
FRIDAY, SATURDAY. 345-1469
_______________________ 12/11

1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
www.woodrentals. com

Rentals for 1 or 2
Rent now or Spring Term
From $290-440
Call for appointment
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57 Leader at the
Battle of Alesia
58 Time for a party
DOWN
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20 How
disciplinarians
handle
miscreants
22 Defensive wall
24 Not much
25 Gold rush town
once called Anvil
City
26 Flood
27 Bus and trolley
shelter
28 Posed

33

34
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51

52

46

53

14 Hair loss cause,
perhaps

32

40
45

48

49

PUZZLE BY IAN LIVENGOOD

30 Group whose
fourth album,
“4,” was #1 for
10 weeks in
1981
31 Hit 2014
animated film,
with “The”
32 Class of birds
33 French film
director Clément
34 Stable character
of old TV
36 Not many

First Christian Church - Sunday 9:00 am
411 Jackson, Charleston, IL
Christian Campus House - Sunday 10:30 am
4th Street (Across from Lawson Hall)
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14

38

9 “Think nothing of
it”

13 Old townhouse
feature

13

36

47

12 Showy white
flower

12

28

8 Yule time: Abbr.

11 Like many comic
con attendees

11

23

30

42

Worship Directory
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22

39
41

10

20
21

4 Dotted line?

10 What a mystic
might look for

9

17

29

7 Steams

6

16

3 French date,
often

6 Who told “The
Goose That Laid
the Golden Eggs”

5

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

No. 1106

15

1 Recipe amts.
2 Symbol on an
Irish euro coin

4

* As low as
$285/mo each
person

For
Appointment
Phone
217-348-7746

40 In a menacing
fashion

50 ___ Myers, “24”
character

41 Lose one’s head
42 “In the ___,”
Richard Nixon
memoir

51 Belgian river
deliberately
flooded during
W.W. I
43 Cooling-off period
44 Air India flight
attendants’ attire
46 1977 A.L. M.V.P.
born in Panama

52 Where Spirit
landed in 2004

48 Smidge
49 Southern bread

54 Got

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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Eastern to meet Western in non-conference rematch
By Blake Nash
Assistant Sports Editor | @Banash5
It will be a rare sight in Macomb
on Saturday afternoon when rivals meet for the second time in a
month. The Eastern men’s basketball team will face a Western Illinois team that has lost two of its
last three games.
In their first matchup on Nov.
21, the Panthers led at halftime
37-33, but the Leathernecks shot
68 percent from the floor in the
second half en route to an 83-63
victory.
While the Leathernecks endured
a few losses since then, the Panthers earned a pair of home victories over Indiana State and Northern Kentucky. Eastern coach Jay
Spoonhour said that the last few
games have shown that the Panthers are a different team at the
moment, particularly the newer
players.
“Those guys will keep getting
better and better,” Spoonhour said.
“You won’t have many games like
that all season.”
On e o f Sp o o n h o u r’s n e we s t
players that has shown progression throughout the year is freshman guard Casey Teson. Teson totaled 12 points, all on 3-pointers,
in the first loss to Western, and has
since averaged nine points in the
last four games.
Spoonhour said that Teson has
also done well defending guards
this season.
“He’s doing his best defense
on the guards, which is helping
him find his way onto the court,”
Spoonhour said.
Te s o n h a d n i n e p o i n t s i n
Wednesday’s loss at Marshall, but
s e n i o r f o r w a rd Tr a e A n d e r s o n
picked up the Eastern offense with
a career high 31 points in the 82-

»

STETSON
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Freshman guard Casey Teson had nine points during the Panthers' 79-73 overtime win against Northern Kentucky on Saturday.

76 loss.
Anderson has been Eastern’s
leading scorer so far, averaging 16
points per game.
In a win last week against
Northern Kentucky, he recorded a
double-double of 19 points and 12
rebounds. It was the first time he
grabbed double-digit boards in a
game this season.
Spoonhour said that Anderson
contributed good defense and rebounding in Wednesday’s game.
“It’s a whole new thing for Trae,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

They have outrebounded by a
margin of less than one per game
but have averaged over 12 boards
on the offensive side.

Black has said she would like to
see improvement on the rebounding side, which she said could lead
to more success.

being relied on this much, but he’s
our best player,” Spoonhour said.
“But he did great at Marshall.”
On the other side of the court,
the Leathernecks have not had
their way against bigger opponents
lately.
Creighton handed Western its
first loss of the season, 97-67, exactly a week after they defeated the
Panthers the first time.
Western also lost to Iowa, 9056, Monday. Iowa was the second
Big Ten opponent the Leathernecks

have faced. Western defeated Wisconsin in its season opener, 69-67.
Both the Creighton and Iowa losses came on the road.
Junior guard Garrett Covington
is Western’s leading scorer, surpassing senior guard J.C. Fuller in recent weeks. Covington is averaging
17.1 points per game, while Fuller has 15.1.
Both players reached double-figure scoring against Eastern in the
previous matchup.
Eastern freshman forward Mar-

shawn Blackmon said that Western’s clutch shooting in the second
half decided that game.
“They hit a lot of tough shots
in the end,” Blackmon said. “We
just didn’t make enough to keep up
with them.”
Tipoff is set for 2 p.m. Saturday
at Macomb. Following the game,
Eastern will have a week off before
next Saturday’s game at Houston.

“We need be consistent when it
comes to getting rebounds,” Black
said. “We need to control what we
can control. I think it’s very impor-

tant for us to improve there.”
Eastern will have a chance to end
their losing streak and pick up their
second win of the season at 2 p.m.

Sunday in Lantz Arena.

HELP US HELP YOU!

ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
217-581-2816

Blake Nash can be reached
at 581-2812 or banash@eiu.edu.

Elias Albert can be reached at
581-2812 or ewalbert@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU track season starts today during the Early Bird Meet at 2 p.m. in Lantz Arena Field House.
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DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Eastern to
host Stetson
Sunday
By Elias Albert
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball team will
host 5-3 Stetson at 2 p.m. Sunday at Lantz
Arena.
The Panthers will come in off an 82-71
home loss to Milwaukee and are now on an
eight-game losing streak after winning the
opening game on the season.
During the game, Eastern saw an early deficit that grew before halftime to 4732. As the third quarter proceeded, they got
themselves back into the game by outscoring Milwaukee, 21-13, during the quarter.
Despite outscoring Milwaukee 39-35 in
the second half, Eastern still came up short.
Coach Debbie Black said she thought
her team needed to come away with a win
in the Milwaukee game for the sake of regrouping.
“ This was a pretty tough one,” Black
said. “We needed this one more for us than
anything. We really didn’t play well in the
first 10 minutes, but we took a lot of things
from this game.”
Senior guard Shakita Cox led the team in
scoring with her 21 points off 5-7 shooting.
Four of her five makes came from the behind the three-point line.
To this point in the season, Eastern has
been led by junior forward Erica Brown,
who is averaging 11.3 points per game.
Brown also leads the team with 7.9 rebounds per game. She is also hitting 46 percent of her shots.
With her strong performance, Cox solidified herself at second on the team in
scoring, with an average of 11.1 points per
game. She has been making 42 percent of
her field goals.
Freshman forward Halle Stull has propelled herself to third on the team in scoring with her eight points and 4.6 rebounds
per game.
Eastern’s upcoming opponent, Stetson, is
currently outscoring their opponents 73.255.9 so far this season.
Offensively, Stetson is hitting 46 percent
of their shots and 29.9 percent of their three
pointers.
On defense, Stetson is allowing their opponents to convert 36.8 percent of its fieldgoal attempts.
Stetson’s lead in scoring is junior guard
Brianti Saunders, as she has recorded 15.8
points per game this season so far.
Stetson has also saw production from junior forward Breana Bey, who has scored
14.9 points eight rebounds per game this
season.
Where Stetson is behind when it comes
to statistical categories is on the side of rebounding.

STETSON, page 7
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Red-shirt senior Shakita Cox scored 21 points during the Panthers' 82-71 loss to Milwaukee on Thursday in Lantz Arena.

Women’s basketball team falls to
Milwaukee in 8th-straight loss
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball team
dropped their eighth-straight game Thursday night to Milwaukee as their record fell
to 1-9 on the season.
The Panthers battled throughout the
whole game as they got off to a quick start,
but saw their lead diminish quickly as they
fell down by 17 at one point in the game.
“If we keep giving up this many points
every game then we are going to have to
score 90 points a game to win, and that is
just not who we are,” Eastern coach Debbie
Black said.
Although, the Panthers went into the
half trailing 47-32, they found the team felt
confident in their abilities to come back in
the second half.
“I told the girls that we needed to cut the
deficit to at least seven by the start of the
fourth quarter,” Black said. “I didn’t think
that we would end up bringing it within
one so quickly.”
After seeing their largest deficit of the
game during the third quar ter as they
trailed by 17, Eastern answered the call by

"No one feels good right now and
if anyone does then they shouldn’t
be playing."
Debbie Black, Eastern coach
cutting the lead to just one point.
Although the Panthers came within one
point of the lead near the end of the third,
they could not complete the comeback as
they let Milwaukee go on a 12-2 run to evidently decide their fate.
Eastern also received a spirited performance from someone who usually prides
herself on her defense.
Shakita Cox lead the Panthers with 21
points scored in the game as well as going
four-for-six from beyond the arch.
“I never really rely on my offense because I am more of a defensive player, but
if I have to step up on offense then I will,”
Cox said. “I am always going to focus on
defense first though because defense is what
wins games.”
Eastern also struggled in the paint again
in what seems to be a continuing trend in

all of their losses this season.
“It’s a tough one to swallow because we
are giving them easy baskets while we have
to work hard for ours,” Black said. “We
aren’t really a big team, but we need to help
each other in the post.”
As the Panthers continue to search for an
answer to end this eight-game skid, Black
looks for self-reflection and the ability to
move onto the next game.
“We have to reflect individually because
no one feels good about themselves right
now,” Black said. “No one feels good right
now and if anyone does then they shouldn’t
be playing.”
The Panthers will attempt to end this
rough patch as they take on Stetson on Sunday at Lantz Arena as they close out this
two game home stand.
“I am a big believer in moving onto the
next thing quickly,” Black said. “Once I
wake up tomorrow morning, my focus will
turn right to the next game, because that is
all we can do about this loss.”
Maher Kawash can be
reached at 581-2812
or mwkawash@eiu.edu.

Track, field teams prepare for first meet of season
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern track and field team will kick
of this year’s indoor season with the annual
pre-holiday Early Bird Meet that is hosted at
2 p.m. Friday in the Lantz Arena Field House.
The men and women’s teams are coming
into the indoor season with high expectations
as the women are reigning champs of the indoor season, while the men finished second in
last year’s indoor season.
“After a strong showing at last year’s OVC
indoor championship, we are ready to defend our title and get ourselves another ring,”
sophomore Maria Baldwin said.
The Panthers are also coming off a strong
cross-country season that saw the men end

the season with their highest finish at the
NCAA Midwest Regional in nearly 10 years.
“The men also won the OVC outdoor
championship last year, so they are still building motivation off of that,” Baldwin said.
The women also had a successful season to
build off of as they finished in 21st place at
the Midwest Regional.
With a successful cross-country season
fresh in their heads, the team has turned their
focus to the track and field season.
The Panthers have some have key members
returning for both teams as they look to continue the success of recent history.
The men will have first-team members junior Riley Mclnerney, junior Derek Williamson, senior Calvin Edwards, and red-shirt senior Joe Calio.

“We just want to get back into competition
mode at this point of the season,” red-shirt
senior Brock Ramos said. “It’s been a while
since a lot of us have competed, so the coaches will be looking for a good competitive effort from us.”
The women will get back some key members as well with the return of junior Bryn
Buckwalter and sophomore Haleigh Knapp
who received All-OVC First Team honors last
year.
Eastern will be going up against some
steady competition such as Illinois State,
Western, Southeast Missouri, SIUE and Butler.
Illinois will also compete, but will only be
represented by their women’s track and field
team.

There is plenty of excitement surrounding
the program with the success continuing to
build, but there is one clear goal for everyone involved.
“We want to win conference,” Ramos said.
“Winning conference is what we pride ourselves on.”
The Panthers will just be getting their feet
within this first meet of the season, as they
continue to prepare for the rest of the season.
“It is important to compete well and build
off this meet,” Ramos said. “Winter break is
right around the corner, so a strong start will
help everyone stay focused on our goal when
we leave campus.”
Maher Kawash can be reached
at 581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu.
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Krampus

is coming
to town
on page 2
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A 1900s greeting card reading 'Greetings from the Krampus!'

12.11.2015

2B
Krampus’ original story falls
flat on big screen, no scares
Review by Rose Sacco
Verge Designer | @DEN_Verge
Take one part mythical German devil-like creature, mix in some holiday
cheer as well as two parts of a should-be
horror film, and you get "Krampus": the
Christmas movie that did not make me
believe.
As the folklore goes, “Krampus” is an
Austro-Bavarian, German-speaking Alpine horned goat-devil.
He originates from pre-Christian traditions and his motive is to visit around
Christmastime and beat children who
have misbehaved or are on Saint Nicholas’ naughty list.
Learning this prior to seeing the
movie, I was ready for a hilariously scary
combo.
An extended family gets together
right before Christmas to celebrate.
Mom Sarah, played by Toni Collette,
and dad Tom, played by Adam Scott,
have two children: Beth, played by Stefania LaVie Owen, and Max, played by
Emjay Anthony.
This year, the holiday cheer has fizzled, leaving some other family members to have distance between each other.
Max is determined to bring back the
love, but ultimately changes his mind
when his nosey cousins get a hold of his
Christmas wish to Santa and read it out
loud at the dinner table.
Livid, Max rips apart the letter and
throws it out the window.
As if Santa himself was watching
Max, suddenly a large snowstorm appears and cuts out the neighborhood’s
power.
Mysterious things begin to happen
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Krampus and Saint Nicholas visit a Viennese home in 1896.

afterward: a snowman appears in their
front yard out of nowhere and a sack of
presents are left on the front porch.
Beth then gives up on her family
and the weird happenings that are taking place and heads to her nearby boyfriend’s house.
While walking, she hears sleigh bells
and is caught off guard as she looks up
and sees a horned figure on a rooftop.
Krampus and his posse of possessed
toys and gang of evil gingerbread cookies are here to make the family have
good Christmas faith.
The story is original and I have not
seen a Christmas horror concoction like
this since the 1996 film "Jack Frost."
That being said, "Krampus" left me
wondering at parts: should I laugh or

should I be scared now?
That teetering of emotions is what ultimately killed it.
The movie was average at best.
"Krampus" has a solid group of actors
and actresses, but they seemed so uninterested that a horrifying creature is
looking to beat the crap out of them
that it left me uninterested, as well.
It speaks volumes of a Christmas
horror movie if I am more afraid of the
Grinch rather than the spooky, largerthan-life goat playing the main character
of said Christmas horror movie.
I give "Krampus" three out of five
stars.
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Coffee shop owner to perform with band
By Abbey Whittington
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Verge
Jackson Avenue Coffee will be
rocking their shop at 7 p.m. this
Saturday with classic rock 'n’ roll of
the '50s, '60s and '70s from a band
called Tequila Mockingbyrd.
The band has four members: Jeff
Derrickson on lead guitar, percussion, harmonica, lead and harmony vocals, Diana Ingram on guitar, lead harmony and vocals, Tim
Mills on electric guitar, and Dano
Reible on the bass guitar, harmonica, lead and harmony vocals.
Dano Reible not only performs
with Tequila Mockingbyrd, but
owns Jackson Avenue Coffee as
well.
The shop has a homey and inviting atmosphere open to the community, whether it be for local
musicians looking for gigs, artists
wishing to sell their work or a place
to wind down and enjoy a hot cup
of coffee.
All four members come from
all over, but came together in the
Charleston and Mattoon area to
keep the birth of rock 'n’ roll alive
and well.
When it comes to the members'
music taste, each of them drinks a

slightly different flavor of tea.
However, the time frame of the
music genres are all the same due to
them growing up in these decades.
One influential music group that
the entire band generally agrees on
is The Beatles.
Jeff is not as big of a Beatles fan
as the rest of the group because his
tastes lean more towards the country side of music rather than rock
'n’ roll.
Mills, former Eastern professor and a fan of the novel "To Kill
A Mockingbird," wanted to put a
spin on the name, and the group
decided to make this the title of
their band.
The spelling of bird in their title
also comes from a reference to another of the group’s music influences, The Byrds.
The group has had other members before; however, these members did not last long.
Reible said an inside joke within the group is to always tease Derrickson. Even Derrickson teases himself, whether it be on or off
stage.
He also said Ingram is the rock
in their musical family, while Mills
is the quiet but talented lead guitar
player.
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Tequila Mockingbyrd is made up of four performers.

Each member of Tequila Mockingbyrd holds a different role in the
band, and always engages with their
audience, encouraging them to have
a good time and to sing along.
“We like to get the audience involved and tell some jokes. Jeff says
something stupid every once in a
while, and we warn the audience
that it isn’t us. But we’re having fun,
it’s a fun dynamic.” Reible said.

The group plans to play about 22
songs on Saturday night, and Reible,
flipping through a binder with various songs created in the mid- to late
'60s, said that they would be playing "Nights in White Satin” by The
Moody Blues, along with many other songs from this time and an original song written by Ingram called
“My Driving Song.”
John White, another rock 'n’ roll

musician, will open up for Tequila
Mockingbyrd.
“Everyone’s welcome and we love
people to come and sing and to have
a great time with us. We’re a family type show, and we’re looking forward to it,” Reible said.
Abbey Whittington can be
reached at 581-2812 or
anwhittington@eiu.edu.

Mattoon Salvation Army offers local assistance
By Ashley Jordan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Verge
The Salvation Army, located in
Mattoon, offers programs and services to those in need.
According to the Salvation Army’s website, “The Salvation Army
is a religious, charitable and social
service agency serving millions of
men, women and children around
the world since 1865.”
The Mattoon location offers
countless programs for community
members across the area including
the After School Drop in Center.
The After School Drop in Center
is a program intended to give children and teens time to do homework.
Mindy Willenborg, the youth director at the Salvation Army, said
the program started three years ago
and is available Monday through
Friday from 3-5 p.m. during the
school year.
The age of students in the program ranges from 4-18 years and
costs only $1 per child a day. The
program consists of about 55-60
members.
An average day gives students
plenty of time to do homework and
offers many homework activities
and snacks for the students.
The age of the students determines what kind of homework activity they will do.
Willenborg said the program
gives students food, shows them
love, teaches them about God, helps
better their grades, builds up their
self-esteem and instills life skills.
“We do a lot with these kids,”
Willenborg said.
Willenborg said they are attempting a new method for the
program, which asks students to
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The Salvation Army-Coles and Cumberland Corps offers paid positions for seasonal work with the Red Kettle program. They are now accepting applications. Bell ringing started Nov. 13 and ends Dec. 24.

work on homework for 30 minutes
straight.
The method has been successful,
Willenborg said, but the program
needs Eastern student volunteers to
serve as helpers and peer leaders to
the students.
"The program always needs volunteers to give the kids the one-onone attention some of them need,”
Willenborg said.
Willenborg said that when looking for volunteers, there is a policy
that she has to follow.
There needs to be a 10:1 ratio between the students and the volunteers. However, Willenborg prefers

a 5:1 ratio.
“Volunteers for the after school
program provide more than just
helping with homework and activities,” Willenborg said. “They provide a positive relationship for the
children that they strive on.”
Willenborg instructed potential
volunteers to contact Rachel Fisher,
the director of student community
service at Eastern.
Anyone can volunteer, but there
is a training process Fisher provides
to ensure positive role models for
the children.
Kelsi Grubisich, graduate assistant in student community service,

said that “students should volunteer
at the Salvation Army because it is
a great cause that helps to create a
safe and fun environment for children.”
Grubisich said the children have
someone they can count on frequently to help with homework or
to just spend time with them.
“The children enjoy being with
the volunteers and the volunteers
like spending their time with the
children too,” Grubisich said.
“We always need volunteers and
we appreciate them,” Willenborg
said.
The Salvation Army After School

Drop in Center could always use
volunteers, but there are other ways
for people to give back.
“We need money, craft supplies,
school supplies and game equipment,” Willenborg said.
Eastern students can sign up on
eiu.edu/volunteer through the application under the PLAY link or by
emailing the service office at volunteer@eiu.edu.
The student community service
office will provide transportation
for their volunteers.
Ashley Jordan can be reached at
581-2812 or anjordan@eiu.edu.
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David Mitchell, a graduate assistant of Digital and Multimedia Services, and Pete Grant, director of Digital and Multimedia Services, view their work through the teleprompter.

CATS service a hidden technology treasure
By Kalyn Hayslett
Verge Editor | @DEN_verge
The heartbeat of Pete Grant, director of Digital and Multimedia Services, is meeting the needs of his graduate
assistants through applied learning and
mentorship with the Center Academic
Technological Services program.
Since 2003, Grant has overseen several graduate assistants performing services of video production, consultations, educational media and digital
communication.
Grant recently established a new approach to helping the graduate assistants grow and learn in their technological skills by using a hands-off tactic.
“Since I am the only full-time manager back there, out of necessity I have
hired my graduate assistants as managers. They manage their own clients,
their own students, their own projects,
so they act as low level managers of media-based projects,” Grant said.
Each graduate assistant is assigned
projects including online newsletters,
recording conferences and uploading
video packages online, and are also assigned a student assistant to help and
train.
This gives the graduate assistants
more freedom to handle their own
projects, use their own creativity and
develop managerial skills.
Fatemeh Khastkhodaardekani, graduate assistant in the digital and multimedia services, said, “We do the work,
but we also have this responsibility to
do it a little different. So, it adds a level
of creativity to the work, so every one
has their personality and their passion
into the work, which makes the work
really different.”
The director gives the graduate assistants instruction and guidance through-
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The Digital and Multimedia Services group prepare a video documentary.

out their projects. However, the graduate assistants are ultimately responsible
for their own work and assignments.
"I really like that Pete doesn’t manage
like a typical manager and tries to be a
friend to all the people here. So, I think
that’s what makes him a very strong
leader because he is up front with you
instead of trying to order you to do
something," Khastkhodaardekani said.
Even when graduate assistants are
working on their own separate projects and assignments, Grant encourages them to help one another as much
they can, whether it is giving help with
brainstorming or just providing encouragement.
“I think this is a great working environment because of this feeling that
is coming from our team leader that
makes us become friends to each other.
I feel equal, helpful and useful,” Khastkhodaardekani said.

With the high level of collaboration between the graduate assistants,
students' assistants and directort, the
work studio in McAfee Gym takes on a
home-like atmosphere.
David Mitchell, graduate assistant
of digital and multimedia services, said
he was not expecting to establish such a
close connection with his boss and coworkers.
“It’s kind of like a family, and I
wasn’t expecting on gaining a family,”
Mitchell said.
There are distinct job roles; however, no one considers themselves superior and inferior to each othe. They all
try to listen and assist each other, similar to a family.
“Yes I am their supervisor, but I
look at it as their mentor,” Grant said.
“CATS historically as a department, if
you're including all four divisions, is
very team based, and so as the students

work back here I try to inspire team
work, collaboration and almost an atmosphere of family.”
Outside of the work environment
and with non-related topics, Grant
gives support and overall help to his
staff members.
“Not only have I’ve learn a little bit
more about photography, I’ve learned a
lot of life lessons and people skills that
I feel like I would not have gotten just
by having conversations with Pete,”
Mitchell said.
In August 2016, Pete Grant’s position will be terminated due to lack of
funding from the budget.
“My whole reaction was 'like,
wow.' It was shocking because he had
just talked about this and we felt like
he was good. The whole office was in
shock, " Mitchell said. “We didn’t say
anything because we didn’t know what
to say. “

It is unclear what will happen with
the position, but while Grant has occupied the position, several graduates can
testify that his help and guidance has
changed their lives for the better.
“He is the sole reason I got into grad
school and if It wasn’t for him I probably won’t be here,” Mitchell said.
Scott Wilkinson, media resource coordinator, said was offered a job position from Illinois Principals Association because of the skills he gained
from CATS.
"I have been at CATS for six years
now and I wholeheartedly consider
this experience I have had another degree except without the fancy paper,"
Wilkinson said. "I stayed involved because of Pete Grant."
Kalyn Hayslett can be
reached at 581-2812
or kehayslett@eiu.edu.

